TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
205 West Grove Street (P.O. Box 544)
Clarks Summit, Pa.
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting
that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have
experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We
celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are
sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

Worship leaders’ parts are in regular font.
Responses of the assembly are in bold font.
Notations
“Pg.” - Page Numbers – front half of “Evangelical Lutheran Worship”
“No.” - Hymn Numbers – rear half of “Evangelical Lutheran Worship”

+ Gathering +
Prelude Music
Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
(kneel - Silence for reflection and self-examination)

Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace
draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God
+ forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

Gathering Song

Greeting

(stand)

No. 413

(stand)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie

(stand - sung)

Canticle of Praise:

(stand - sung)

Pg.139

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-inThree. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity,
and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless
joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen

(sit)

+ Word +
First Reading:

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

This first creation story reached its current form during the crisis of the Babylonian exile of the
people of Israel. God, not their captors’ god Marduk, was responsible for their existence. God
created women and men as rulers over creation, to preserve and protect it. God also rested on
the seventh day, hallowing that day forever as the Sabbath.
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let
it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate
the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,
18
to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And

it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
2
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in creation.
4a
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.
After the First Reading the following will be said:

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

Psalm

( Congregation: verses in bold print)

Psalm 8: 1-9

(red print can be sung by pastor or soloist if available)
1

O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the
mouths of in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence
the foe | and avenger.
3

When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?

5

Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
7

all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9

O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13

Second Reading

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded
in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, the Spirit’s partnership.

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order,
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All
the saints greet you.
13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
After the Second Reading the following will be said:

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:

(stand - sung)

Pg. 102

(Proper verse is sung by a soloist followed again by the four-fold Alleluia)

(red print can be sung by pastor or soloist if available)

Holy, holy, holy is the | Lord of hosts;
God’s glory fills | the whole earth.

(stand)
Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to
baptize and teach all nations in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Gospel:

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
16

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him;
but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
After the reading:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day (stand)

No.414

Nicene Creed (stand)
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

(stand)

Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of
God’s world.
We remember those within the Trinity family who are sick, hospitalized,
or in special need, especially . . .
We remember those who are serving in the armed forces, especially . .
We remember those outside the Trinity membership who are sick,
hospitalized, or in special need, especially . . .
We remember our bishops . . .
A brief silence.

Holy Mystery, you call us to be your church. Keep calling your
people to faithful reform. Give us vision and courage to share your
new life with all the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Joyful Creator, you made a wondrous universe and call us to be
partners in its care. Inspire delight in the furry, scaly, watery,
breezy, sandy stuff you love. Inspire us to bring about creation’s
healing. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, you love our enemies and bless all people. Make our
hearts yearn to be joyful and share your generosity. Help leaders
and citizens use political power in service of your peace. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Compassionate One, you bring about the fullness of life. When
sorrow wounds faith, send wise ones to comfort and encourage
those who suffer. Heal your people in body, mind, and spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Trinity, you call us together to bless your world. Guide all
who are preparing for baptism into the joy of new life in your
name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you bring life out of death at every turn. We give you
thanks for all the saints (especially the apostle Barnabas) and for
dear ones whom we mourn. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we
entrust to your care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+ Meal +
Offering
Offertory:

(stand - sung)

No. 182

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray.
Merciful God, you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord
Amen

The Great Thanksgiving

(stand - sung)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Pg. 144

Thanksgiving at the Table

(Form I – sung responses)

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and
ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Lord's Prayer

(stand)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Invitation to Communion

(stand)

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together.

Communion Song

(stand)

Pg. 146

The Distribution of the Sacrament
If you have been baptized, have received your First Communion, and share our belief in
the real presence of Christ in the sacrament, you are invited to receive Holy
Communion. The Eucharist will be distributed by intinction (the wafer dipped into the
wine). Please come to the altar at the direction of the ushers.
Children not receiving holy communion are invited to come to the communion rail to
receive a blessing. They should bow their heads for the blessing as they are
approached by the pastor.

Post-Communion Blessing:

(stand)

The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen

Song after Communion

(stand - sung)

Prayer After Communion

(stand)

Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great
love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for
your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you
are Lord forevermore.
Amen

+ Sending +
Blessing:

(stand)

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen

Sending Song

(stand)

No. 416

Dismissal

(stand)

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

The Postlude

June 11, 2017
The Holy Trinity
Who Is the Trinity?
The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is not an easy concept to grasp. Most
descriptions and illustrations often wind up explaining or describing a heresy
about who and what God really is rather than clarifying this teaching of the
church. God is not one being with three different job titles, or three separate
pieces that when put together become one being. God doesn’t have multiple
personality disorder or shed one role to take on another. There’s no hierarchy to
the Trinity. God the Father didn’t pick a human man to be God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit isn’t God’s physical breath. It’s almost easier to explain who the
Trinity isn’t than who the Trinity is: one eternal being comprised of three separate
but equal persons.
As confusing as the Trinity may be, it is how the church has collectively come to
understand who God is. We proclaim this understanding throughout the order of
worship: the presider and the assembly greet each other in the name of the
triune God, and later we proclaim our belief in the Trinity when we recite the
creed.
It’s not a mistake that the reading for today includes the Great Commission: to
make disciples of all nations, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). Whenever we gather to perform the
ritual of baptism, we begin by declaring our faith in God who created us,
redeemed us, and sustains us. Through baptism we become children of God,
and God makes a promise to be with us always. Understanding that promise is
the key to understanding the triune God. The Trinity is God who created us,
saved us, and supports us in our lives of faith. The Trinity is God who loves us
deeply and passionately and who desires our love. The Trinity is God being
present in our lives even to the end of the age.
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