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Sharing Joy 

“Thank you for sharing our joy,” said the parents of the bride to the wedding guests. 
This simple message sums up the reason we gather with loved ones to celebrate the 
best moments of our lives. When we share our joy, it multiplies. 

When the disciples were gathered in a locked room, the appearance of the risen Jesus 
transformed their fear into joy. On the evening of the resurrection, all the disciples 
except Thomas were together. They got to see Jesus standing among them, and they 
rejoiced! Immediately, Jesus gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit. He also sent them out 
to continue his work in the world, including the forgiveness of sins. 

With that commissioning, Jesus channeled the disciples’ joy into a sense of belonging 
and purpose. Now they were no longer afraid or isolated. Jesus was alive. Everything 
had changed! Their risen Lord made them into a new community. But Thomas wasn’t 
there when Jesus first stood among them, and he couldn’t grasp the good news. He 
saw the joy radiating from the other disciples’ faces, but he didn’t share it. 

As a gift of grace, Jesus appeared again and brought Thomas into the new community. 
He let the skeptical disciple see and touch the wounds on his body. By doing so, Jesus 
extended the joy and sense of belonging that the others had experienced to Thomas, 
who responded with joy, “My Lord and my God!” 

As disciples of Jesus, we belong to the same resurrection community that our risen Lord 
created that first Easter evening. We get to share our joy in the promise of forgiveness 
of sins and eternal life with those around us. Our believing and sense of belonging 
fortify each other. As today’s reading from 1 John declares, when we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection and carry out God’s work in the world together, our joy is made complete. 
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